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Pot Calling the kettle black? 

Bluescope faces 23% tariff on US steel exports. 

Bluescope Steel is set to face dumping margins of 23.25 per cent on steel it exports to the United 

States. 

In a preliminary determination, the US Commerce Commission said the tariff would be applied against  

Australian exports of hot rolled coil, a commodity steel used in structural sections, tanks and gas    

cylinders. 

Bluescope and fellow Australian steel maker Arrium have been extremely vocal about the inadequacy 

of Australia’s protections against dumping . 

With Arrium’s Whyalla steelworks facing a potential closure decision, Innovation, Industry and Science  

Minister Christopher Pyne recently asked Anti- Dumping Commissioner to inquire into Dumping of 

Asian steel. 

The Productivity Commission, a key economic advisor to the Australian government, last month          

published a scathing report of the nation’s anti-dumping system. 

The report attacked the system as a mechanism for a small subsection of local industry, particularly 

steel, to protect itself at the expense of the broader economic good. 

 

Source : Excerpt from article of Tim Binsted The Age, 18th March 2016 
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C o m p e t i t i o n  ‘ E f f e c t s ’  Te s t — P o l i c y  c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  g o o d  

The  Australian Steel Association  welcomes the Federal Government’s policy change on competition 
law supporting the introduction of a competition `effects’ test.  

The changes were advocated in the Harper Competition Review  and are backed by the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission. 

To date,  a small business has had to establish that there is an  `intent’  to substantially lessen          
competition, a difficult if not impossible task. 

The Harper Review recommended that action can be anti-competitive if it has  the `effect’ of           
substantially lessening competition. 

Prime Minister Malcom Turnbull has stated that “ this is yet again a case of my Government taking 
long overdue reforms out of the too hard basket and getting on with the job”. 

A competition ` effects’ test has been strongly advocated by the Australian Steel Association ( refer 
ASA Steel News August issue) and was the key recommendation from the Australian Steel                 
Association’s submission to the Harper Competition Review. 

This is a positive step toward addressing the imbalance in the regulatory environment to the benefit of 
a few at the expense of the competitiveness of Australia’s overall steel industry. 

 


